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Charaéters uf Neufchateau and Merlin, the newly eletted 
Members of the Executive Direéftory. 


[From a Work juft publithed, entitled «* Biographical Anecdotes 
of the Founders of the French Republic.’’] 


RANCOIS DE NEUFCHATEAIU, the fucceffor of 
Carnot in the Dire&ory, was born at Neufchateau, a 
{mall town of Lorrain, near Nancy. He was educated for 
the bar, but his predominant paffion was for poetry and the 
belles Jettres. In the early part of his life he was an advo- 
cate in the Sovereign Court of Nancy, and wrote at that time 
the hiflory of the common law of Lorrain, a work which re- 
fieted much honour upon his talents, and which has ranked 
him among the moft learned civilians of the age. Being, 
however, too much attached to polite literature to confine 
himfelf with advantage to forenfic exertions, he fought for 
fome other employment more fuitable to his inclinations. He 
accordingly went to Paris, and purehafed the office of Procu- 
reur du Rai in the ifland of St. Domingo. In this colony he 
actually paffed feveral years, and publifhed in it fome pamphlets 
upon canon and ecclefiaftical law. At length, however, the 
climate not being favourable to his conititution, he fold his 
office, and converting the produce into am annuity for life, fet- 
tled in Paris. 

He obtained the protection of the houfe of Orleans, and 
efpecially of the tutorefs of the Duke’s children, Madame de 
Gealis, to whom he was introduced, for the purpofe of reading; 
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Pamela, and other fentimental novels, to her pupils.—In the 
earlieft periods of the revolution, he wrote feveral patriotic 
pieces for the ftage, among which the tragedy of Spartacus 
met with the higheft approbation. He was afterwards ap- 
pointed a Deputy in the fecond Affembly. Asa legiflator, 
however, he made no very brilliant figure. It is only re- 
corded, that when, on the 27th of Auguft, 1792, a report was 
made to the Affembly, that feveral Members bad applied for 
pafiports to leave Paris on the approach of the Pruffian army, 
Francois de Neufchateau propofed that all the Deputies fhould 
{wear not toleave their pofts till they were replaced by thofe 
appointed to the National Conveation. 

Although an acknowledged patriot, he did not efcape the 
perfecutions of the indifcriminating tyrant, Robefpierre. We 
are informed by the report of Gregoire, of the oth Vende- 
miaire, third year, that he had been confined upwards of eight 
months, and was delivered at the. opening of the prifons after 
the gth of Thermidor, 

When the-prefent government was conftituted, Francois 
de Neufchateau was appointed Commiffioner of the Executive 
DireCtory in the department of Voges. He filled that place 
with much intelligence and integrity, but was cenfured as a 
févere perfecutor of prieftcraft and tanaticifm, From that 
ufeful ftation he was appointed Minifter of the Home Dee 
partment, inftead of M. de Benezech, who had been difmifled. 
Two months afterwards he fucceeded as a Dirediot in the 
place of the profcribed Carnot. 

Francois de Neufchateau is between forty and fifty years of 
age, and frequently afflicted withthe gout, 


MERLIN DE DOUAI, from a poor cottage, has attained 
the fifth fhare of a throne, in the mott powerful sation on the 
globe. His father was a cottager at Ancheim, a village about 
feven miles from Douai. In the abbey of Ancheim, Merlin, 
when a boy, was placed as a fervant. He attended the monks 
when performing mafs, and was alfo an enfant de chaur, or 
cChorifter. He, however, refided among the fervants, and, on 
extraordinary occafions, waited on company in the dining 
room, 

Being a fmart, ready boy, a monk kindly undertook to teach 
him to read; and foon perceiving that he had a great inclina- 
tion to improve himfelf, the monk perfuaded the brotherhood 
to fend him tothe college at Douai. In this feminary he foon 
diftinguifhed 
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diftinguithed himfelf in the moft honourable manner among his 
fellow-ftudents. 

The monks vf Ancheim wifhed to make a pricft of him 5 
be however intreated that they would permit him to ttudy law. 
The brotherhood allowed him to follow his inclination, and 
fupported him during the period of his ftudies, fupplying him 
with whatever money he wanted, 

As foon as he was admitted a counfellor in the Parliament 
of Douai, his old benefaMors intrufted to him the conduct 
of the affairs of their abbey ; and obtained the fame office for 
him from the Chapter of Cambray, whofe revenues, being very 
confiderable, produced him a handfome income. Notwith- 
ftanding, however, thefe multiplied kindnefies, fo well were the 
monks fatisfied with his conduct, that they procured him a 
union with alady of great property, who was a fifter to one of 
the brotherhood. After having fettled him in this comfortable 
manner, they procured him, partly by purchafe, and partly by 
intereft, an office of Secretary to the King; a charge which 
however was attended with no other advantage than that of 
rendering his family noble after twenty years retention. 

At the election of the States General, he was elected De- 
puty for the Tiers Etat of French Flanders; a circumftance 
that roufed the envy of his colleagues, who were accuitomed 
to call him /’ecervele Merlin. When he firft arrived at Paris 
he took a fecond floor for himfelf_and his .wife, in one of the 
ftreets which are near the Palace Royal. ‘Though retired in 
appearance, he often received vilits from Mirabeau, and other 
Members. He foon found means, however, to diftinguifh 
himfelf, and acted a very brilliant part in the Committee of, 
Feudality. It was he, indeed, who firft propofed the equal di- 
vifion of the paternal inheritance among all the children, in 
oppofition to the barbarous pradlice adopted by vanity and 
fan&tioned by cultom, in confequence of which the whole 
patrimony was {quandered on the eldeft fon, 

Merlin, like Camus, is indebted for ail he poffeffes to the 
church; and, like Camus, he became one of its greate(t ene 
mies. Having a complete knowledge of ecclefiattical affairs, 
he was the better enabled to denounce its corruptions an 
abufes. 

At the end of the firt Affembly, the department of Paris 
offered him a chair in its tribunal; but he accepted a fimilar 
fituation in that of Douai, obferving “ That the place of his 
nativity demanded and had a right to the preference.” 
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When the Convention was convoked, Merlin was once 
more elected a Deputy by his former conftituents ; but he was 
little heard of, during the reign of the Girondifts. When 
the revolutionary government took place, he moved the fas 
mous decree of the 17th September relative to fulpefed per- 
fons, and the no lefs famous law of the 7th Nivofe, concerns 
ing the cqual fucceffion of fons to the inheritance of their 
parents. 

When the faction of Robefpierre was overthrown, Mer- 
lin became a Member of the Committee of Public Safety, 
and {uperintended the important department of Foreign Af- 
fairs. It was he who fupervifed the correfpondence between 
the Committee and M. Barthelemy, lately one of the Direc- 
tors, and then a diplomatic agent in Switzerland, relative to 
‘fome negociatians for a partial peace; it was he alfo who pres 
fented the foreign Minifters to the Convention. His fpeech 
on introducing Quirini, the Venetian Ambaffador, is much 
celebrated, 

When the French were defeated by Marechal de Clairfait 
on the right bank of the Rhine, during the autumn of 1795, 
Merlin accufed Carnot as the original caufe of that difatter, 
the latter having iffued orders in exprefs oppofition to the ge- 
neral opinion of the Committee, that Pichegru fhould pafs that 
river, without calculating the dangers he might be expofed to 
from the want of provifions. He had alfo a difpute with Boifly 
d’Anglas, another member of the fame Committee, on his 
oppolition to the union of Belgium with the French republic. 

On the organization of the new conftitution, Merlin was 
elected Minifter of Juftice 3 on this, the Royalifts gave him 
the nickname of Le Chancelier d’ Agueffeau. Being placed 
foon after in another department, they obferved, “ that the 
author of the law againft fufpected perfons was alone worthy 
of being entrufted with the police of the republic !”’ In fhort, 
every thing done by him is termed, in derifion, by the Royalifts, 
a Merlinade ! 

On the 8th of September he was chofen a Director, in the 
room of Barthelemy, who had been banifhed. 

Merlin is of a fhort ftature, and dark complexion. His 
drefs is plain, and his exterior befpeaks much modefty. Heis 
about fortyefive years of age. 
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Narrative of the Particulars of the lat ¢ Embaffy of Lord 


Macartney io China. 
(Continued from Page 265.) 


NOTHER obftru&tion to commerce, which long exifted, 
was,—the natives were inftructed, by the meoralifts.of 
the empire, to admit it only from motives of benevolence, 
not from neceffity or inclination oo their part, nor any 
metual benefit to be derived; and even the balance of 
trade in their favour, a defirable object with all other nations, 
among them was confidered rather as an inconvenience than 
advantage. Indifferent, then as to its progrefs, and it being 
rather fuffered than fought for, ftrangers who exercifed it | 
could entertain but fle nde 2r hopes of common attention, or 
common juftice; nor could the Englith, in their dealings, 
procure any redrefs for infults or oppreffions. Such conduct, 
however, could not in their opinion, be known to, nor 
authorized by, the Emperor of China ; and, therefore, under 
this conviction, many agents of the India Company, concerned 
ia the trade thither, hinted the neceflity and propriety of an 
embafly to his Imperial Majefty, in hopes that, by a true ftate~ 
ment of their fituation, he would order a removal! of the 
exifting grievances. The idea was communicated to fome 
eminent artifts and mathematicians, in the fervice of, and who 
refided at, the Court of Pekin; and from a therough know- 
ledge of the difpofition of thofe who compofed it, conceived 
the meafure would be attended with the happielt effects, 
provided it met with proper fupport. Such an evert, however, 
was not to be brought about by any of the Englith at Canton; 
they had pi been partiounay recommended by their Sovee 
reign, and were no otherwife known than through the deicripe 
tive medium of their adverfaries or competitors. 

The fame motives of policy or commerce, which led to the 
eftablifhment of Minifters at other Courts, applied with equal 
force and propriety to the appointment of oneat Pekin. bee 
fides, the miflion of a Britith Ambaflador, it was argued, 
would be as Aatteringly received, as the fpe€tacle would be 
{plendid and novel. Th he annual amount of the trade between 


the two countries amounted to feveral millions fterling 5 a ant 
though the two (cats of government were many thoufand miles 
apart, yet the dependent territories of each ftate approximated 


within two huadred miles of that of Hindoftan. It is here, 
however, deferving of notice, that there are fome peity 
Princes, 
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Princes, often hoffile to each other, but clofely connected with, 
or dependent cn, one or other of their two powerful neigh- 
bours, who cecupy much of the {pace fituated between the 
weftern limits of ‘the Chinefe province of Shen-fee, and the 
eaftern boundary of the Britifh government of Bengal. * In 
the common courfe of events, from fuch a relative {rtuation 
mutt arife difcuffions which might, without the interventiog’ of 
perfons of high rank and confidential character, lay the bafis 
of difagreeable difputes between the two Courts. 

At Cantona few years fince, an accident happened hich 
had well nigh put a ftop to our foreigntrade, On fome day of 
rejoicing, in firing the guns of one of thofe veflels which 
navigates between the Britifh fettlements in India and Canton, 
but not in the employment of the Eaft-India Company, two 
Chinefe, in a boat lying near the veffel, in the river-Canton, 
were accidentally killed by the gunner. The crime of murder 
is never pardoned in China. The Viceroy of the province, 
fired with indignation at the fuppofed atrocity, demanded the 
perpetrator of the deed, or the perfon of him who ordered it. 
The event was ftated, in a remonftrance, to be purely acci- 
dental ; but the Viceroy, fuppofing it to have been done from 
a wicked difpofition, ftill perfifted in his demand, and to aflure 
himfelf of that obje@, he feized’ one of the principal fuper- 
cargoes. The other faftorics being alarmed, united themfelves 
with the Englifh as in a common caufe, and feemed difpofed 
to refift the intentions of the Viceroy ; who, on his: part, ar- 
ranged his troops on the banks of the river to force a compli- 
ance. It was at laft deemed expedient, on principles of po- 
licy, to give up the gunner, with fcarce a glimmering hope 
that his life would be fpared. 

The Chinefe government, ever on the watch with refpe% 
to ftrangers, and eafily alarmed, forefees the poffibility of the 
moft diftant evils ; and there was much caufe of ap»rehenfion 
left, to avoid fimilar accidents, and to preferve the tranquillity 
of its fubjeéls, it might not have been induced to put a total 


ftop to foreign trafic. Theeffeéts which fuch a probitition, 


muft have on our manufactures, not to mention the révenue, 
would have been feverely felt in this country; but in no one 
article fo much as that of tea, whichis now become a necefl: ary 
of life in all ranks of fociety ; the fudden deprivation oi 

which, having no proper fubfitute, might be confidered as a 
national calamity. 

The firft importers of tca into Europe, which did not take 
place ull the commencement of the lait cemtury, were the 


& Dutch. 
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Dutch. They had heard of the general ufe of a beverage 
from a plant of that country, and they withed to eftablifh the 
faleof an European plant, praifed for its virtues, for the fame 
ufe among the Chinefe, and thus exchange one commodity for 
the other. Sage was the herb fixed on, extolled by the ancient 
phyficians for its falubrious qualities. The European herb 
foon fell into difufe in China ; but the confumption of foreign 
tea has fince increafed aftonifhingly in Europe. From filty 
thoufand pounds weight, the annual public fales of the 
Company in the beginning of the prefent century, the fales in 
the fame time, now amount to nearly twenty millions of pounds, 
which is four hundred times as much as it was a hundred 
years ago. 

Meaiures have been taken to introduce the culture of tea in 
fuch of the Britifh territories in Hindoftan as appear to be 
moft congenial to its growth; anda {mall plantation of it, in 
the ifland of Corfica, isreported to be in a flourifhing ftate; 
but the produce will not be equal to the expence. It is thought, 
however, highly probable, that we may, fome time hereafter, 
furnifh ourfelves with this ufeful article, on reafonable terms, 
without depending on the will cr caprice of a foreign powcr. 
In the interim, prudence dictated the neceflity of forming fuch 
aconnection with the Court of Pekin, as might place the 
Britifh trade to China on a folid and more beneficial bafis, as 
wellas toremove the difficulties and jealoufics which might 
arife on the fide of Hindoftan, from the intrigues of the refpecs 
tive dependents or allies of China and Great Britain. 

The punifhment of a Britifh fubject, by exprefs orders 
from Pekin, for endeavouring to penetrate to the capital, in 
order to prefent a memorial of griewances from the Britifa 
factory, isa proof of the difficulty and hazard that might have 
attended an attempt to place a fucceffion of Britith fubjedts, in 
dignified fituations, at that —— whole amiable manners, 
and difcreet condu¢ t, would be adapted to gain the eftecm and 
refpedt of every ¢ lais; and | paling their prejudices, and 
conciliating their good will, obtain that confidence requifite for 
fo defirable a conneciion. Buta more rational hope for fuccefs 
was attached tothe miffion of an Envoy of rank, invefted with 
royal authority; and accordingly a nobleman of exalted merit 
undertook to make the experi:went, but lis premature death on 
the outward paflage interrupted the ex; - iON. 

The accounts given by thofe who had hitherto been fortu- 
nate enough to penetrate into China, were conadictory and 
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fatisfy curiofity. They all concurréd, however, in affuring, 
that, in regard to its natural and artificial produ@ions,—the 
policy and uniformity of its government,—the manners and 
fentiments of the inhabitants, their civil inftitations, moral 
maxims, and general economy,—it prefented, collectively, one 
of the fublimeft objects for human contemplation, or deep 
refearch. ‘The imaginary danger of admitting a free inter- 
courfe toperfons, prone to tumult and immorality, are the 
obftacies railed by the Chinefe government againtt a free invef- 
tigation of it; and this could only be done away by fuch 
ftrangers whofe rectitude of conduct, and fuavity of manners, 
fhould convince them to the contrary by examples of an op- 
pofite tendency. 

The Right Hon, Ear] Macartney, who had already advan- 
taged his country by his diplomatic talents, and Whofe reputae 
tion was fixed for integrity and aptnefs for bufinefs, was ap- 
pointed, by the Minifter, Embaflador Extraordinary and Mi- 
nifter Plenipotentiary to the Emperor of China. On this oc- 
cafion, the Lords of the Admiralty ordered a 64 gun fhip, the 
Lion, to be fitted up for his Lordfhip’s reception, with leave 
to nominate the Commander. Captain, now Sir Erafmus 


Gower, who in his juvenile years had been two voyages round, 


the world, and fully equal to the important fervice, was felected 
for this purpofe, and honoured with the command; and was 
alfo gratified with the choice of his officers, every clafs cf 
which was foon filled. 

To add dignity to the miffion, a military guard was alfo 
allowed, to attend the perfon of the Embaflador, in compliance 
with the practice of eaftern embaffies. This guard, over 
whom it had been refolved to maintain the ftrifteft di(cipline, 
in order to prevent the leaft dercli€tion of duty, or diforderly 
conduct, when in prefence of the Chinefe, was put under the 
command of Major, now Colonel, Benfon ; aflilted by Lieu- 
tenant, now Captain, Parifh; and Lieutenant, now Liecute- 
nant-Colonel, Crewe. Doétor Gillan was Phyfician to the 
Embafly, and Doétor Scot the Surgeon; a gentleman of 
abiltics and experience, who had long ferved in that capacity 
in the navy with diftinguifhed reputation. Door Dinwiddie, 
aftronomer, and Mr. Barrow, both well {killed in mathematics 
and mechanics, had alfo appropriate appointments. Mr. 
Achcfon Maxwell and Mr, Edward Winder, were made Joint 
Secretaries to the Embaflador ; and Mr. Henry Baring, re- 
cently appointeda Writer in the fervice of the Eaft-India 
Company, was permitted to accompany the embafly to Pekin. 
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Two botanic gardeners alfo embarked, one at the public ex 
pence, the other at that of an individual in the embafly. 
(Zo be continued.) 





Anecdotes of Archimedes, the celebrated Mathematician 
of ancient Syracufe. 


RCHIMEDES was the Prince of the ancient mathe 

maticians, being to them what Newton is to the moderns, 

to whom in his genius and charaéter he bears a very near re- 

femblance. He was frequently loft in a kind of reverie, fo as 

to appear hardly fenfible ; he would ftudy for days and nights 

together, negleCting his food; and Plutarch telis us that he 
ufed to be carried to the baths by force. 

Archimedes, it is faid, made a {phere of glafs, of a moft 
furprifing contrivance and workmanfhip, exhibiting the 
motions of the heavenly bodies in a very pleafing manner. 
Claudian has an epigram upon this invention, which has beea 
thus tranflated ; 


ss When ina glafs’s narrow {pace confin’d, 

«¢ Jove faw the fabric of th’ almighty mind, 

“¢ He {mil’d, and faid, can mortals’ art alone, 

“© Our heavenly labours mimic with their own? 
“© The Syracufian’s brittle work contains 

«¢ Th’ eternal law, that thro’ all nature reigns. 
‘© Fram’d by his art, fee ftars unnumber’d burn, 
“¢ And in their courfes rolling orbs retura ; 

“¢ His {un thro’ various figns defcribes the year, 
s¢ And every month his mimic moons appear ; 
«© Our rival’s laws his little planets bind, 

¢ And rule their motions with a human mind, 
«¢ Salmoneus could our thunder imitate, 

“ But Archimedes can a world create,” 


Many wonderful ftories are told of his difcoveries, and of 
his very powerful and curious machines, &c. MHiero once 
admiring them, Archimedes replied, thele effects are nothing, 
“ But give me (faid he) fome other place to fix a machine on, 
and I fhall move the earth.” He fell upon a curious device 
for difcovering the deceit which had been pratticed by a work- 
man, employed by the faid King Hiero to make a golden 
crown, Hiero, having a migd to make an offering to the gods 
Vou, XXX, 2X of 
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of a golden crown, agreed for one of great value, and weighed 
out the gold tothe artificer. After fome time he brought the 
crown home of the full weight; but it was afterward difco- 
vered or fufpected that a part of the gold had been ftolen, and 
the like weight of filver fubftituted in its ftead. Hiero, being 
angry at this impofition, defired Archimedes to take it into 
confideration, how fuch a fraud might be certainly difcovered, 
While engaged in the folution of this difficulty, he happened to 
gointo the baths where obferving that a quantity of water 
overflowed, equal to the bulk of his body, it prefently occurred 
to him, that Hiero’s queftion might be anfwered by a like 
method: Upon which he leaped out, and ran homeward, cry- 
ing out, * I have found it! I have found it !” 

He then made two mafles, each of the fame weight as the 
crown, one of gold and the other of filver; this done, he filled 
a veflel to the brim with water, and put the filver mafs into it, 

- upon which a quantity of water overflowed equal to the bulk 
of the mafs; then taking the mais of filver out he filled up 
the veflel again, meafuring the water exaétly, which he put in ; 
this fhewed him what meafure of water aniwered toa certain 
quantity of filver. ‘Then he tried the gold in like manner, and 
found that it caufed a lefs quantity of water to overflow, the 
gold being lefs in bulk than the filver, though of the fame 
weight. He then filled the veffel athird time, and putting in 
the crown itfelf, he found that i¢ cauled more water to over- 
flow than the golden mafs of the fame weight, but lefs than the 
filver one; fo that, finding its bulk between the two mafles of 
gold and filver, and that in certain known proportions, he 
hence computed the real quantities of gold and filver in the 
crown, and fo manifeftly difcovered the fraud. 

Archimedes alfo contrived many machines for ufeful and 
beneficial purpofes: Among thefe, engines for launching large 
fhips ; {crew pumps, for exhaufting the water out of fhips, 
marfhes or overflowed lands, as Egypt, &c. which they would 
do from any depth, 

But he became moft famous by his curious contrivances, by 
which the city of Syracufe was fo long defended, when 
befieged by the Roman Confu!, Marcellus; fhowering upon 
the enemy fometimes long darts, and ftones of vaft weight and’ 
in great quantities; at other times lifting their fhips up into the 
air, that had come near the walls, and dothisg them to pieces 
by letting them fall down again ; nor could they find their 
fafety in removing out of the reach of his cranes and — 
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for there he contrived to fire them with the rays of the fun 
refleted from burning glafles. 

However,notwithitanding all his art, Syracufe was at length 
taken by ftorm, and Archimedes was fo very intent upon fome 
geometrical problem, that he neither heard the noife, nor 
minded any thing elfe, till a foldier, that found him tracing of 
lines, afked him his name, and upon his requeft to be gone, and 
not diforder his figures, lew him. “ What gave Marcellus 
the greateft concern (fays Plutarch) was the unhappy fate of 
Archimedes, who was at that time in his mufeum; and his 
mind as well as his eyes, fo fixed and intent upon fome 
geometrical figures, that he neither heard the noife and hurry 
of the Romans, nor perceived the city to be taken. In this 
depth of ftudy and contemplation, a foldier came fuddenly upon 
him,and commanded him to follow him to Marcellus ; which 
he refufing to do, till he bad finifhed his problem, the foldier, in 
a rage, drew his fword, and ran him through.” Livy fays he 
was flain by a foldicr, not knowing who he was, while he was 
drawing fchemes in the duft: That Marcellus was grieved at 
his deathyand took care of his funeral ; and made his name a 
protection and honour to thofe who could claim a relationthip 
tohim. His deathitfeems happened about the 142 or 143 
Olympiad, or 210 years before the birth of Chrift. 

When Cicero was queftor for Sicily, he difcovered the 
tomb of Archimedes, all overgrown with bufhes and brambles; 
which he caufed to be cleared, and the place fet in order. 
There was a {phere and cylinder cut upon it, with an infcripe 
tion, but the latter part of the verfes quite worn out. 

A whole volume might be written upon the curious methods 
and inventionsof Archimedes, that appear in his mathematical 
writings now extant only. He was the firft who fquared a 
curvilineal fpace ; unlefs Hypocrates muft be excepted on ace 
count of his lunes. In his time the conic fections were 
admitted into geometry, and he} applied himfelf clofely to the 
meafuring of them, as well as other figures. Accordingly he 
determined the relations of {pheres, {pheroids, and conoids, to 
cylinders and cones; and the relations of parabolas to redtilie 
neal planes whofe quadratures had long before been determined 
by Euclid. 

There have been various editions of the exifting writings of 
Archimedes, ‘Thefe works, together with the commentary of 
Eutocius, were found in their original Greek language, on the 
taking of Conitantinople, whence they were brought into 
Ttaly; and here they were found by John Muller, otherwife 
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called Regiomontanus, who brought them into Germany : 
Where they were publifhed in 1544. 





The TRUE USE ¢ RICHES: 
An ORIENTAL TALE. 


RASMIN was one of the moft opulent merchants in the 
city of Bagdad ; and his palace the moft magnificent 
in the eaft, It was a matter-piece of art: His furniture, 
with the utmoft elegance and beauty, difplayed incredible pro- 
fufion. He lived in all the pomp of royalty, and all the re- 
finements of luxury were procured, to render more exquifite 
ftill, the fancied enjoyments of a voluptuary, With all thefe, 
however, Orafmin was not happy: On the contrary, an uni- 
form monotony in the purfuits of pleafure in all its varieties, 
had rendered him infenfible to its charms, and plunged him in 
melancholy and dejection. 

A tranfition fo fudden from excefs of gaiety to the .never- 
failing concomitants of guilty diffipation, to fatiety and mifery, 
alarmed the friends, or rather profligate affociates of Orafmin. 
Every contrivance was employed to diverfify and heighten 
thofe fcenes of pleafure, which once enlivened the {plendid 
apartments of the palace ; but in vain was every endeavour 
to make him aflume even the appearance of tranquil cheerful- 
nefs; and as for mirth and hilarity, they had vanithed for ever. 
Orafmin retired every night, not to refrething fleep, but to all 
the horrors of retrofpective reflefion ; and he rofe in the 
morning, the fame unhappy being. At length, he came to the 
refolution of fecluding himfelf for ever from the fight of men. 
His gay companions were invited to bid him an eternal adieu ; 
and the day was fixed, when the final refolve of Orafmin was 
to be put in execution. His friends, with all the infidious 
eloquence of felf-intereft, and all the blandifhments of pre- 
tended affe€tion, urged him to change his refolution: They 
contrafted the pleafures that he would forfake for ever with the 
inevitable mifery in which he would be involved. But Oraf- 
min was inffexible : He feemed, indeed, to acquiefce in their 
views, while his defign continued unalterable. ‘This ap- 
pearance of compliance with their wifhes arofe not from con- 
viction, but from a defire to get rid of their importunities ; 
while all the infinuations of the moft fafcinating language 
made no more imprefliion on his gloomy foul, than would the 
mellifuous 
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mellifuous founds of mufic on the foul plotter of treafons, 
murders, and confpiracies. 

After much importunity, Orafmin condefcended to com- 
municate to his friends the motives by which his recfolution 
wasinfluenced. He had in easly youth, been taught, he faid, 
that riches were the certain and incxhauftible fource of human 
felicity. 

This idea led him toa perpetual and unremitted attention 
to the acquifition of wealth; in the purfuit of which he 
fcrepled not to fubmit to the moft abject fervilicies, nor to 
adopt a conduct that did not always meet with the fccret ap- 
proval of his confcience. He confoled himfelf, however, with 
the refleGtion, that the time would at laft arrive, when his 
moft ardent wifhes would be accomplifhed, and that in being 
the richeft, he fhould retire the happieft of mankind. 

“ That period at laft arrived,” continued Orafinin, “ when 
I found myfelf in pofieffion of all the wealth for which I had 
fo inceflantly laboured. But, alas, vain were the gay delufive 
profpects I had formed ! The phaatomsI had fo long purfued 
eluded my grafp, and vanifhed from my ideal view. In ali the 
pageantry of magnificence, at the loftielt height of ambition, 
and amid all the refinements of luxury, behold Orafmin come 
pletely wretched. Curfe on thole fools,” he continucd, ina 
moft defponding tone, ** Curfe on thofe fools, whofe fallacious 
reafoning, too haftily adopted by youth and inexperience, have 
led me into the worft of errors, into the illufive idea that bap- 
pinefs in this tranfitory fcene, can only be obtained by the me- 
dium of riches! My life, alas! has too fatally exemplified 
the reverfe.”’ 

His guefts in vain eflayed to calm the anxicties of his dif- 
turbed imagination, They were apprehenfive, that the fuge 
geltions of diftraftion might lead him to the crime of fuicide, 
or to the language of impiety. Wearied out, at length, by 
arguments 'o which he would not attend, and by importunity 
that was unavailing, he no longer preferved any civility to his 
guefts, but rudely commanded them to retire. They reluce 
tantly obeyed, and Jeft him in a ftate of inconceivable diftrace 
tion. At one moment fullen and filent; the next frantic, ime 
petuous, and even delirious, he inveighed azainft Omnipotence 
itfelf. He accufed the Mott High of injuftice and caprice.— 
“ Wretched, indeed,” he exclaimed, * is the ftate of man, 
whom thou haft created to be the {port of thy caprice, the in- 
nocent victim of thy injuftice Every barrier halt thou placed 
in the road to happinefs | When the poor deluded fport of thy 
humour 
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humour imagines himfelf at the goal of his wifhes, thou 
dafheft the cup of poffeffion from his parched and longing 
lips !—Is this the Being whom we are taught to confider as 
the effence of perfection? Whofe attributes are juftice, good- 
nefs—Curfe—” 

A loud knocking at the door of an outer apartment inter- 
rupted the invectives of the frantic Orafmin. The door of 
the room which his friends had juft quitted opened in an in- 
ftant, and a venerable man, bending beneath the weight of 
years, approached the aftonifhed merchant, who trembled like 
the tall afpen, when its leaves are ruffled by contending winds, 

Upbraided by confcience, the great monitor of man, he 
withed to fhrink from his very felf: He bowed to the earth, 
and with tears of remorfe wafhed the feet of the hoary fire, 
who, in a tone of benignity, ordered him to rife. “ I am,” 
faid he, ** Haroun thedervite. I have heard of the wretched 
ftate of defpondence into which thou art funk, and have ob- 
ferved, with the eye of vigilance, the tenour of thy life, which 
has been one uninterrupted fcene of vain and ufelefs often- 
tation. In the effufions of thine ignorance thou haft had the 
effrontery to attack thy Creator; thy guilty heart has prompted 
thee inwardly to curfe thy God. Hadft thou duly confidered 
whence refult the evils of which thou haft complained, thou 

. wouldeft not have imputed them to the benevolent Parent of 
the Univerfe. Behold,” continued Haroun (holding to the 
view of the trembling merchant a mirror of inconceivable 
brightnefs) “ this has the divine property of exhibiting men 
as they are, not as they feem to be.” Orafmin looked atten- 
tively, and fancied he faw the man whofe amazing riches had 
formerly given him fo much uneafinefs ; whofe countenance 
when aflociating with the merchants of Bagdad, feemed to 
befpeak the index of a happy mind. Orafmin now beheld 
him amid his treafures. agitated and difturbed ; his foul ap- 
peared burfting with rank fufpicion. No confpirators hatch- 
ing foul treafons, could appear more upon theis guard than 
did this man in counting and recounting his valt heaps of 
wealth ; a pale taper at once difcovered the agonies of his 
foul, and the wretchednefls of every thing around him ; his 
doors and his windows were trebly barred; his children and 
fervants were faftened within their apartments. ‘ Can this 
be the man whom I was.accuftomed to confider as the happicf 
in this great city,” inquired Orafmin ?—* The fame,” ree 
joined the venerable dervife. 
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Orafmin was about to purfuc his inquiries, when the dervife 
claimed his further attention. Immediately reverfing the 
mirror, he again prefented itto the view of Orafmin, who al- 
moft directly ttarted back with wild affiight; for he beheld the 
image of himielf, that happy, cheerful, and contented being 
which he had fought to be, andin a wild enquiry demanded 
the meaning of what he faw. Haroun mildly rebuked his 
importunity, and bidding him reap inftru@tion from what he 
was ftill to fee, once more prefented the mirror to Orafmin, 
who obferved the fame happy man that had juft excited his 
amazement. He appeared’ furrounded by the rich produdts of 
the moft remote countries, amid {cenes adorned, not by gau- 
dinefs and finery, but by elegance, fimplicity, and tafte. His 
countenance was the picture of innate benevolence, aGively 
intent on fchemes of the moft diffufive goodnefs, No child 
of misfortune implored his afliftance in vain; but he did not 
wait for the voice of {upplication: Heexplored the fecret re- 
cefles of woe, the haunts of forrow and dejection: He brought 
out the weeping widow and her fatherlefs offspring ; he wiped 
away their tears; and placed them in habitations of cheerful- 
nefs and content. O fpeak his blifs! ye who hav2 felt the 
exquifite luxury of doing good. ‘Tothe young alpiring artift, 
the enterprifing manutacturer, the induftrious, but decayed 
tradefinan, he afforded encouragement, affiftance, and fupport. 
In fine, inceflantly employed tn promoting the welfare and 
happinels of others, he himfelf found an inexhauitible fource 
of the moft pure and perfect felicity, that it can ever be the lot 
of mortals to enjoy. 

Orafmin beheld the fcenes which the mirror prefented, and 
a few moments imparted to him whole volames of inftruc- 
tion. “ O thou awful and adorable Being” he exclaimed, 
“ Omnipotent Creator of the Univerfe, forgive the impiety 
of a wretched, but repentant mortal. Juft and righteous are 
thy ways, O thou Father of the Faithful ; but error and guile 
are the lotof men. The milts of ignorance have intercepted 
the celeftial truths, which, in thy goodnefs, thou haft fince 
imparted tome. In the ravings of diftraction, [ imputed to 
thee the miferies that criginated with myfelf alone. But thou 
haft now removed the film from my eyes. Henceforth this 
divine vifion fha!l be the guide of my life. Even thy good- 
nefs fhall be the object of my humble emulation, as far as it 
can be imitated by the weaknefs aod imperfection of a mortal. 
Henceforth, I will afpire tothe poflefion of real happinefs, by 
Then fhali 1 under 
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ftand the true ufe of riches; and then, ‘and then only, wilt thou 
be propitious to me,” 

From this moment, Orafmin fought the fociety, not of the 
gay profligate, or felf-interefted fycophant, but of the virtuous 
and the good, The happy mao reprefented in the mirror of 
Haroun, never ceafed to be the model of his life. The fame 
of his goodnefs {pread through all the eaft; yet Orafinin was 
humble and unoftentatious. To his lateft hour he lived uni- 
verfally beloved; and when the angel of death at laft conveyed 
him to Paradife, the ftreets of Bagdad long refounded with the 
voice of mourning, and with the adored name of ** The exe 
cellent Orafmin.” , 





4 SINGULAR LITERARY SHEPHERD. 


[From Sir John Sinclair’s Statiftical Account of the Charaéter 
and Manners of the People of South Ronaldfay and Burray.] 


dye toe is living at this prefent time, in the parith of 
Dollar, in the fynod of Perth and Sterling in a very ad- 
vanced age, a man who was bred up, and lived merely as a 
' fhepherd, and who received only a common education ; and 
yet poflefles a valuable library of baoks, containing upwards 
of 370 volumes, confifting of folios, quartos, octavos, duo- 
decimos, and decimoequartos. ‘They are upon many different 
fubjets, as divinity, hiftory, travels, voyages, &c. befides ma- 
gazines of various kinds, fuchas the Scots, the Univerfal, and 
the Chriftian magazines ; a complete fet of the Spectator, 
Guardian, Tatler, Rambler, &c. ‘They are all of them his 
own chufing and purchafing. They are neatly bound, and 
lettered on the back. His name is upon a printed ticket, and 
pafted on the infide of the board of each volume; with a 
mark, generally of blue paper, cut on purpofe, and placed in 
each volume, to prevent folding inthe leaves. The books are 
all clean, and in excellent order. Befides thefe, he has feve- 
ra: volumes of pamphlets, &c. lying in numbers unbound. His 
name is John Chriftie: He was born in the parifh, and bap- 
tized on the 12th of Odtober, 1712, and has lived in ic from 
his infancy. His brother William, and his fifter Margaret, 
who are a few years younger, live in the fame houfe with him, 
and all the three remain unmarried, 
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An ANECDOTE, 


T Paris,in the Council of Elders, onthe 15th of Sep- 
tember, 1797, a Quaker made his appearance in the 
Tribune, and the Prefident informed the Council, that from 
religious motives he was prevented from taking off his hat be- 
fore men. 

RoussEAu.—** I refpe& religious opinions, but the Coun- 
cil will permit me to obferve that they are not admitted into 
the political order. A Quaker appears to-day in our Tribune; 
thirty more may come to-morrow, or at leaft thirty petfons , 
who call themfelves Quakers, may refufe to take off their hats. 
Thus would our rules be violated, and the law defied. I make 
no attack onthe opinion which Quakers have formed upon 
this fubje@. On the contrary, I refpect it, but will not fuffer 
on that accounta tranfgreffion of the law. If the delicacy of 
his confcience will not yield to his curiofity, then let his cu 
riofity yield to the delicacy of his confcience. I move the or 
der of the day.” 





Anfwer, by Oedipus, of Yeovil, to W. Hawkins’s Charade, ins 
Serted Fuly 10. 


Hayes ! you have rightly faid, 

That Hawks have certainly a Head: 

Which parts combin’d will make appear, 
HAWKS-HEAD, a town in Lancafhire. 


*{* We have received the like anfwer from J. Williams, 
junior, of Plymouth; G. Hazel, and W. Rennels, of Barn- 
ftaple; T. Bullock, of Ste Columb; John Gidley, junior, and 
J. Bradridge, of Dean Prior; S. Hill, of Dawlith; Adonjs, 
of Lewefton; W. and T. Maddick, of Rattery; W. Harris, 
junior, and J. Hatherley, Exeter; H. R. of Briftols; William 
Sherwell, of Modbury; G. Harrifon, junior, of Eaft Coker ; 
J. Bowbeer, of Dawlith; and N. Coles, and J. Coles, junior, 
of Crediton. 





Anfwer, by F. Williams, Funior, of Plymouth, to W. Rennels's 
Enigma, inferted Fuly 17. 


IRST fkilful LOCKE does on the lift appear, 
For whom bright genius dropp’d the Gilver tear ; 
Vor, XXX, 2¥ Next 
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Next POPE is feen, whofe numbers {weetly flow’d, 
And eloquence in ev’ry diction glow’d. 


Next PINDAR, who like Horace guides his pen, 
And dares the frowns of criticifing men ; 

Juvenal like, he lafhes Kings and Peers ; 

*¢ He laughs with Butler, and with Swift he fneers,”” 


Now PRIOR’s feen, the Mufes’ darling child, 
On whom fair fancy with {weet pleafure fmil’d ; 
With ftudious care, friend Rennels, I’ve reveal’d, 
The authors whom you artfully conceal’d. 


+i+ We have received the like anfwer from Metallicus 
Columbienfis; and I. Salter, of Broadclif. 








4 REBUS, by F. Commins, of Tavifiock. 


yy you the folid peace of confcience know, 
Avoid my firft, nor with its vot’ries g05 
If you my fecond, truly would deferve, 

Ne’er from the hallow’d-path of duty fwerve ; 
To find my next, youneeds muft bring, 

The confort of a Theban King; 

Again, an artift you’ll employ, 

Who rear’d the famous horfe of Troy 5 
Fifthly, a title, Gents, retain; 

An aftronomic Mufe explain ; 

An abftrufe {cience next, I pray difcover ; 

The nymph who had Apollo for her Jover 5 

A Parthian Monarch’s name you muft unfold, 
Who kill’d a Roman famous for his gold; 
Laftly, that part of Afia you will tell, 

Where a devouring lion long did dwell, t 

Until by Rerculean might he fell; 


Th’ initials will a certain fomething thew, 
Alike defir’d by prince and peafant too ; 
I’m harmlefs, yet on thofe who me abufe, 
Joftead of comforts, mis’ry, I diffule; 
Altho’ I’m priz’d by all. I own, with fhame, 
‘That all my worth concenters in my name, 
6 POETRY, 
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ADDRESSED TO Emma. 


HY, Emma, fhould that odious vei] 
Thofe lovely charms behind conceal ? 
Say fair one, can ite’er conduce 
To health, to ornament, or ule? 
Better fuch fafhion ne’er had been, 
For that can’t charm which can’t be feen: 
Nor can the bard its ufes trace 
Unlefs to hide the plainer face. 
Perhaps in walking too it may 
Ob! truck the pow’r of folar ray ; 
And when bleak Boreas fiercely blows, 
‘The ve cil, ‘You'll fay, its ales thews. 
Thefe are fome reafons which’ you bring 
For wearing oft this fimfy thing 5 
But far more weighty furely thofe 
Which to fuch reas’nings we oppofe, 


Firtt, as it hides that blooming face 
(Where love refides with ev’ry grace), 
‘That {weet complexion—piercing eyes, 
In ambuicade where Cupid lies ; 3 
Where the fly archer culls his darts, 
And pleafing pain to youth imparts. , 


UA Stan dH» _ are fay ¢ harms, which, Emmas} you 
Wagan t-r Ought not to keep from human view. 
Your. Befides che veil’s continual ufe 


Will to the optics caufe abufe; 

On ev'ry trifling cold you'll find 

A weaknefs will be left behind. 

One reafon more, and then farewell, 
Which, Emma, by ‘your leave, I’Y tell. 


Tn Barum walking t’other day 

I met fome belles profufely gay ; 

With youth, with wit, and beauty blef, 
In fhort, with ev'ry charm poffefs’d ; 
Charms, which the dangling filks conceal’ d, 
And from my fight completely veil’d. 
Tho’ thefe fair nymphs (’d often feen, 
And in their converfe oft had been, 
Carelefs and unconcern’d was I, 

And rudely pafs’d thofe ladies by, 
Untouch’d my hat—my tongue confin Mas 
‘Lhe damfels wond’ringein their mind, 
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Why fuch uncivil feps I trod, - mare 
Not making e’en the fmalleft nod. 
Thus l appear’d, by this new drefs, 
Than a barbarian nothing lefs. 

Throw then that dark’ning veil afide, 
And let’your health the fafhion guide ; 
So will the youth be charm’d to trace 
The various beauties of thy face; WV 
So wil!your friend be thought no more 
A brute—for acting as before. 


Swimbridge, Auguft 22, 1797+ ned 





STANZAS to SELIMA. 


[From Fox’s Tranflation of the Poems of Achmed Ardebeili, a —_ 
Perfian Exile.] 


HERE are you flown, ye hours of gay delight, GI 
When countlefs beauties crowding on my view, 
Seem’d by fome myttic concord to unite, 
In forms of fair enjoyment, ever new? 


When, as the neétar’d goblet pour’d around 
Its {miling treafures to the fons of joy : 
The echoing roofs learnt only to refound, Cor 


** Thele, thefe are pleafures that can never cloy,” 


mo! 
Then, fpurning ev'ry fear of fortune’s frown, unl 
Time’s rapid progrefs, or the thafts of fate ; 
I fondly call thee, Selima! my own, OPF 
And deem’d my raptures of no mortal date. we 
Let holy dervifhes of Eden dream, fpie 
And clafp the vifions of celeftial blifs, bre 
They ne'er beheld thy heav’nly beauty’s beam, col 
Nor from thy lips receiv’d a houri’s kifs. rag 
O let my foul, tranfported as I gaze, gee 
Proclaim thy triumph o’er the rifing day ; the 
See, light-wing’d clouds obfcure his blufhful blaze, ha 
While gladden’d nature hails thy living ray ! me 
O Selima! enchantment reigns around, nu 
Whene’er thy magic fingers touch the lyre; th 
But when thy voice accords its {weeter found, ; 
E’en lift’ning feraphs with delight expire ! 
ee? th 
Thus, I, exulting in each rapturous hour, ta 
Ne’er bade my heart with grateful ardours glow Z 
To him whofe goodnefs gave: His vengeful powe: th 
Revers’d each charm, and plung’d me deep in woe. th 
Yet, can my wounded fpirit e’er repine ? dt 


__ fdas it not known the heart's fupremeft joy ? 
Phe bleft idea ever fhall be mine, 
Nor can eternity that blifs deftroy. 





